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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

 

Sunday, September 1, 2024 
                        10:00AM 

 

The Prelude                                                                         Bro. Phillip Skerrett, Jr.  

 

*The Doxology                                                               #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

                

*The Call to Worship                     

Minister:   Christian education is our invitation to equip God’s people with the teachings of Jesus,  
                  who has commissioned us to go into all the world, making disciples, teaching them to ob 
                  serve all that he commanded.  
 

People:     Help us wise and omniscient God, to encourage men and women, boys and girls to seek to know  
                 you and to make known the gospel of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

Minister:   Help us to nurture and instruct in the ways of the Lord, for that is the chief responsibility  
                  of the church and family. Grant us grace to fulfill this high calling. 
 

People:     Beginning with the study of Holy Scripture, may we find one another exploring your love and            
                  justice in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Bible class, Christian higher education and  
                 graduate theological education.  
 

Minister:  Thank you, Lord, for all those who taught us your Word and lived a life which made your  
                  teaching real for us.  We follow the example of Jesus Christ and seek to emulate these    
                  persons, who rightly taught us and lit the flame of excellence within us. 
 

ALL :        May the visual images that we use help us to imagine your omnipotence and to affirm our  
                 likeness to you. 
 

The Hymn of Praise…..………………………….......………….…................. A.M.E. Hymn #364 - My Hope Is Built 

  

1. My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But  

     wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

 
        REFRAIN: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2. When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; In every high and stormy gale, My anchor  
     holds within the veil.  ~~REFRAIN~~ 
 
3.  When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found! Dressed in His righteousness a lone,  
     Faultless to stand before the throne!~~REFRAIN~~ 
 
 

The Invocation 

  

The Worship Through Music                                                         Big Bethel Mass Choir  

 

MONTH 
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The Responsive Scripture                                                                                              James 1:17-21 

 
Minister:  17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the  
                         Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

People:      18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave birth to us by the word of truth, so that we would become  
                         a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

Minister:  19You must understand this, my beloved brothers and sisters: let everyone be quick to listen,  
                         slow to speak, slow to anger, 

People:      20for human anger does not produce God's righteousness. 

ALL:            21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with  
                         meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

 

*The Preface to the Decalogue                                                    (in the tune of #258) 
“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  

Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 
*The Summary of the Decalogue   
And He said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your Soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it. You shall love your neighbor as     
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 
 

 

The Gloria Patri                                                          AME Hymn #626 

The Welcome to Big Bethel                       Philippian Ministry          

 
The Big Bethel Ministry Moment                                                         Christian Education Ministry 
 
 
The Pastor’s Words  
 
                                                 

The Worship Through Music                                                                    Big Bethel Mass Choir 

 

The Sermon                                                                          Pastor John Foster 
 

 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

 

 

PRAYER OF SALVATION 

Dear Lord, I recognize that I am a sinner. Lord, I am sorry for my sins, and I am ready to change my life. 

I accept your forgiveness. I confess with my mouth that you are Lord, and I believe in my heart that God 

raised you from the dead; therefore, according to the word I am saved. The Bible says “if any person be 

in Christ he or she is a new creation, the old is passed away and behold all things become new.” Lord, I 

thank you for my salvation. 
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The Worship Through Giving:  Tithes & Offering  

 

 

The Choral Response           

                      All things come of thee O Lord, and of Thine Own have we given Thee.  Amen 

 

†The Holy Communion 

THE GENERAL CONFESSION 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we acknowledge and bewail 
our manifold sin and wickedness which we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word and 
deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly     
repent and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy up-
on us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is 
past, and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
 
The Benediction 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls & prayers 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

 

Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

First reading Psalm Second  

reading 

Gospel 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13  
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9  
Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
September 1, 

2024  

**Visitors may register their attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest  
Registration Form.   Thank You for worshipping with us and  

feel free to come again!!!! 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=217
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=217
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=217
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=217
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=217
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=217
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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Bishop Michael Leon Mitchell, Presiding Prelate, 6th Episcopal District 

Mrs. Cordelia Daniel Mitchell, Episcopal Supervisor, 6th Episcopal District 

The Reverend Kimberly McMichael, Presiding Elder, North Atlanta District 

The Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 
 Special Assistant to the Senior Pastor 

The Reverend Monica Jones Ph.D., Director of Christian Education & Chaplain for Big Bethel Village  

Reverend Jessica Buford, Thrive College & Young Adult Ministry Director 

Bro. Nathaniel Fisher Jr., Minister of Worship & Arts  

The Reverend John Foster, Ph.D., 
The Reverend Shrala Askins, 

The Reverend Wilbert Hobbs,  

The Reverend Ali Holness-Roland,  

The Reverend Monica Jones Ph.D., 

 

 The Right Reverend Frank C. Cummings, 

The Reverend George Davis,  

 The Reverend Bessie Donaldson,  

The Reverend Betty Miley,   

The Reverend Evelyn Jones, 

The Reverend Charmain Purvis,  

Bro. 

SERVING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP EXPERIENCE 
Acolytes  Stewards Tony Jones & Dr. Chris Parker 

Choir Big Bethel Mass Choir ~ Nathaniel Fisher, Jr.,  Director Trustees  Floyd Baxter 

Philippians Racquel Battle Ushers Usherette Ministry #2 

Stewardesses 
R.T. Bussey & Eva Watson Stewardess Ministry  
Ruth McKenzie & Sheila Henry-Lee 
 AV Ministry Phyllis Smiley  & Brandon Collins 

Finance Team |   
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Happy Birthday  to all members celebrating birthdays during  

the month of  September!!! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
Aminata Williams 
Curtis Knowlton 
Morgan Johnson 
Pamela Selby 
Shirley Woodson 

2 
Greling Battle 
Yolanda Kent 

3 
James Boddie 

4 
Christopher Parker,II 
Michael Thomas 
Nia Hicks 

5 
Morgan Dodson 
Opal Knowlton* 

6 
Davion Rucker 
Raymond Essang 

7 

8 9 
Zemira Henry 

10 
George Davis 
Hope Jones 

11 
Elizabeth Parks 
M. Paulyne Mor-
gan White* 

12 
Shirlynn Bulls 
Tyree Dye 

13 14 
Mateu Nonya-
ne 
Nicole Murray 

15 
David Langley 
Jennifer Horton 
Kristal Ammons 
Mary Johnson 
Shiloh Brazil 
Valerie Brown 

16 
Karen Broxton 
Kenneth Henry 
Mary Ann Foster 
Tyler Horton 

17 
Alice Turner 
JoAnne Howard 
Sheldon Melvin 

18 
Madeline Knowlton 

19 
Jean Hargrove 
Kendal  
Westbrooks 

20 
Bettieanne Hart 
Beverly  
Westbrooks 
Curtis Barnes 
Douglass Selby 
Rachael Humph-
rey 
Violet Ricks 

21 
Gregory 
Hood* 
Zoey Carty 

22 
Eric Brazil 
Ithamer 
Broadnax 

23 24 
Fred M. Hughey 
III 
Georgia Pritchett 
Marcus Aiken 

25 
Betty Cox 
Leslie Egbarin,Jr. 
Rex G. Wright 

26 
Billy Sisk 
Catherine  
Wainwright 
Christy Banks 

27 
Christian Johnson 
Danita Hines 
  

28 
Carol Ann Dove 
Donna Williams 
Willie Bailey Jr. 
Yolanda Williams 

29 
Chequitta Jones 
Julian Manuel 
Kali McCloud 
Shirley Green 
Thomasine Jordan* 

30 
Jazmin Fulton 
Kim Burch  
Ariel Nash 

          



 

  8                         Big Bethel A.M.E. Church 

SUN MON TUE 
1  8:30 AM Hybrid Church School  
     8:45AM Virtual New Members 

   10:00 AM  Worship Service 
   10:00AM Youth Church 

           
 

  

2 
 

 

3    
       

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
 QUARTER REPORTS 
DUE! 

4 

        

 12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1

7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

  

8  8:30AM Church School  

8:45AM Virtual New Members  

10:00AM Worship Service 

10:00AM Youth Church  
 

 

 

   

9 10     

6:30PM CS & F Meeting 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
  

11 

     12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1

7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

   

15   8:30AM Virtual Church School  

8:45AM Virtual New Members    

10:00AM Worship Service 

HIGHER EDU SUNDAY  
12:30  Virtual YOUTH CHURCH 

    

16   
         

17   
       

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
  
 

18  
12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1

7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

 

22 8:30AM Virtual Church School  

10:00AM Worship Service  

 

23     
         

24     
       

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
6:30PM CS & F Meeting 

25  
        12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1

7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

29 8:30AM Virtual Church School  

10:00AM Worship Service 

Millennial TAKEOVER 
 
 
 1:00 Oakland Cemetery 
Pilgrimage

 

30   

    

 

 

““StudyStudy  to show thyself approved unto God,to show thyself approved unto God,
aa  workmanworkman  that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
Word of TruthWord of Truth
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WED THU FRI SAT 

 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576# 

5  

6:00pm In-Person 

QUARTERLY    

CONFERENCE (FH) 

6   

  
7   

 8:00 AM Virtual Love Feast       

9:00AM—Virtual Ministerial Staff 

Mtg    

11:00—1:00PM SATURDAY 

ACADEMY Program Launch Party

(YC) 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576# 

 

12     

   
 

 

  

13   

  
14        

 9:00AM Virtual Steward Board  Meeting        

12:00—3:00PM SATURDAY 

ACADEMY (YC) 

10:00-4:00 VOTER REGISTRA-

TION Drive-BBSAC 

 
12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576# 

19   
         

6:30PM Trustee Board Meeting 

 

 

20   

        

4:30 THBB TEAM   

Dinner  
 

 

21   

       

10:00AM Edge-Cannon Lay Organization  

12:00—3:00PM SATURDAY 

ACADEMY (YC) 
 
 

 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576# 

26  27 28 
 
12:00—3:00PM SATURDAY 

ACADEMY (YC) 

   

   

to show thyself approved unto God,to show thyself approved unto God, 
  that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 

Word of TruthWord of Truth.”.”                                      2Timothy 2:152Timothy 2:15 
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 FOLLOW US ON  
TWITTER!    
@BigBethelAMEC 


